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The Eau Claire YMCA provided one of the keys to 
my growth from a youth to a successful adult in 
Eau Claire.  In 5th grade my parents signed me up 
to be on a youth YMCA basketball team, and I 
had the fortunate experience of 
meeting volunteer coach Steve Fox.  For the next 
3 winters Steve coached my basketball team, 
and I look back at that time as among the most 
important in my youth development. 

Steve provided me the opportunity to learn 
about working hard, the responsibility of 
being part of a team, having 
sportsmanship through adversity, and other life 
lessons that can be learned through 
sports.  Looking back, the key thing Steve did was 
seeing potential in me, giving me the opportunity to 

be a leader, and holding me accountable.  It gave me great 
confidence to be given a simple opportunity .  Steve gave me 
encouragement and responsibilities to help lead the team, 
either in practice or in games.  From that time going forward, 
those moments were a springboard for me to have future 
successes in life. 

It was very important to me to have someone believe in me 
other than a parent, and Steve gave me the drive to meet 
personal and team goals.  That confidence helped drive me to 
be successful and accountable in my youth and 
adult development.  Now I coach a YMCA youth basketball 
team and try to pass on that same positive experiences that I 
was given.  I am extremely thankful the Eau Claire 
YMCA provided the program for me to participate in and the 
feeling that I belonged and was included.  After meeting Steve 
33 years ago, we are still friends to this day. 

~ Andy Cooper 

Andy’s 6th grade YMCA basketball team.   
Coach Fox is on the left and Andy is in the front row, second from the right. 

Steve and Andy in 2017. 


