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MAKING A 
SPLASH 
Eau Claire YMCA Day Camp 
CODY’S STORY 

Here at the Y, we strongly believe that every child should have the 
opportunity to try new things, make friends, and grow. This summer, 
an exceptional young man named Cody took part in our Day Camp 
Program and, despite his many challenges, had the time of his life.  

Cody has a condition called bilateral Microphthalmia which means 
“small eyes.” This condition causes Cody to be legally blind.  However, 
he does have some limited sight such as the ability to see light and 
dark and things up very close. Besides being legally blind, Cody also 
has 22q11 Deletion Syndrome which has resulted in speech apraxia 
and a cervical abnormality that had to be fused and restricts some of 
the activities and movements he can do.   

On the first day of Day Camp, when the campers were discussing their summer goals, Cody piped 
in with his: to jump off the pool diving board. In order to do this, he would first have to pass the 
mandatory swim test and grow comfortable enough to jump into the deeper water. Everyday this 
summer, Cody would attempt to pass the swim test. It took him nine weeks to finally pass.  

Finally, on the second to last day, Cody decided it was time to make the leap. With a lifeguard 
waiting in the water and another counselor helping him walk to edge of the diving board, the 
whole day camp crowd looked on in excitement. At first, Cody hesitated, unsure if he actually 
wanted to go through with it. One camper shouted his name to help encourage him. Soon, all the 
campers in the pool were chanting, “Cody! Cody! Cody!” With a smile on his face, one hand 
waving, and one hand plugging his nose, he gave a little jump and splashed into the water below.  

Throughout the summer, anyone who worked with Cody learned something from him. He taught 
both kids and staff how to be patient and understanding, but, most of all, he taught everyone 
how to overcome obstacles. 
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