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On May 10, 2017, Tennis Center Coach Jon Pickett traveled to Orlando, Florida to 

participate in the USTA High Performance Coaches Training and Workshop. This 

workshop, put on by the U.S. Tennis Association (USTA), was 5 days long, consisting of 

intense course work, working with top coaches and hands-on learning in subjects 

ranging from strength & conditioning to mental strategies.  

Jon caught wind of this program through the USTA Northern Section out of 

Minneapolis. He’s had many opportunities through this organization, he said. 

“I’ve been able to work with different coaches,” he said. “And I’ve also coached in 

tournaments in Mobile, Alabama and Tucson, Arizona.”  

Through these opportunities, Jon has been referred through national coaches to take 

part in the workshop. However, Jon still had to apply. He applied in February, and provided a lot of information in order to be considered. 

“You need to have a good background on successes as a coach,” he said. “They look at the kids you coach and their national rankings. They 

also look at your coaching experience. The biggest thing, also, is you have to be USPTA Elite Professional certified.” 

Jon found out he was selected to attend in March, and was in Orlando from May 10-14. In addition to everything he learned during his 

workshops, Jon worked on a player development plan, which took him more than 20 hours to complete. 

When he first arrived in Orlando, Jon said, he was overwhelmed by everything. He was able to pick apart the minds of nationally ranked 

coaches, and met some other coaches attending the workshop as well. 

A native of Eau Claire, Jon played tennis for Eau Claire Memorial, and qualified for the state tournament three times. While he stopped playing 

in college, that’s actually where he got involved as a coach, all thanks to Tennis Center Director Matt Boughton.  

“Matt’s provided every opportunity for me and the rest of the coaches over here,” Jon said. “And he helped refer me to this workshop as well.”  


