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Ask Tony what his favorites are, and he’ll be the first to say his favorite color is red, his 
favorite food is pizza, and his favorite number is six. His favorite sport, by far, is swimming.  
Tony’s been swimming since he was four years old; that’s when his mom, Bobbi, enrolled him 
in Mini Marlins. However, soon after he was enrolled, Tony was pulled out due to a diagnosis 
of Kawasaki Disease. Basically, every artery in his heart swells up, and can cause heart 
damage. Tony got an EKG, and had to wait three years to make sure he was cleared for 
physical activity.  
Shortly after being diagnosed with Kawasaki Disease, Tony was also diagnosed with 
Exotropia, which affected his eyes. Kawasaki and Exotropia are not linked, but they work 
against each other.  
Once Tony was cleared for sports, Bobbi decided to enroll Tony in private swim lessons, so 
Tony could become re-acclimated to the water.  
“We got him into the water, but he was scared,” she said. “He went through six lessons 
before he would stand in the water.”  
Tony was enrolled in private swim lessons for a year and a half with instructor Matt Denn. For 30 minutes each week, 
Matt got to know Tony, and Tony really looked up to Matt. 
“Every week during our time with Matt, he was never late,” Bobbi said. “Matt would always be in a good mood, and he 
was a good role model for Tony.” 
It wasn’t until after the private swim lessons that Tony rejoined the swim team. So far, while swimming for the 
Marlins, Tony has swam in two meets in Chippewa Falls, one in Wausau, and one at Fairfax Pool. He enjoys swimming 
in different events as well. 
“My two favorite strokes are freestyle, because it’s the easiest,” he said. “I also enjoy the breast stroke, because it’s 
nice and relaxing.” 
In addition to swim team, Tony also has continued with private swim lessons, and has also been in some youth 
enrichment courses as well; his most recent being Geography on Tuesday afternoons. For both Tony and Bobbi, the Y 
has offered them more than just classes. 
“We always look forward to coming to the Y,” Bobbi said. “For us, it’s a way to escape and for Tony to do things he 
enjoys doing.”   


