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John Coggins has been involved with the YMCA for nearly his whole life.  His family moved here to Eau Claire in 1953 
at the end of his 6th grade year.  One of the first things he did was join the Y and sign up to go to Camp Manitou.   

“The Y was where all the action was,” John explained.  “And I loved sports.  Basketball was my favorite.” 

John played sports all throughout junior high and high school – both at the Y and at school.  In junior high, he played 
with John Schaaf who would grow up to become an executive director of the Eau Claire YMCA.  They played basketball 
in college, too – John Coggins for UW-La Crosse and John Schaaf for UW-Eau Claire.  John also knew Clayton 
Anderson who worked at the Y when John was a kid.  Now John serves on the committee that plans the golf outing 
fundraiser that’s named after Clayton. 

Like so many people do, John met his wife, Geri, in college.  
John graduated in 1965 and they got married.  Not long 
after, John stopped back at the Eau Claire YMCA where a 
discussion with Jack Wile , the executive director, led to 
John getting an interview at the Fond du Lac YMCA.  John 
was hired to be the youth director and later became the 
physical director (a position now known as the Sports 
Director) of the YMCA there.   

As youth director, John coordinated activities for grade 
school kids.  On Saturday afternoons, all the kids in town 
would come to the Y for a movie, “Bean Feed” (hot dogs 
and baked beans), swimming, and games in the gyms.  He 
taught gym classes and coached flag football.  During the 
summer, he’d drive a yellow school bus of kids to places like the Brookfield Zoo, Circus World Museum, Wisconsin 
Dells and Green Bay.  Later, as physical director, he ran the women’s volleyball league, managed the Y swim team 
program, and organized basketball, racquetball, hand handball leagues, along with special tournaments.  While he was 
there, he worked with Jim Wischnewski who later became the first executive director of the YMCA in Chippewa Falls. 

After five years, a friend’s father recruited John to come to Eau Claire to work in the restaurant equipment field which 
led to a position of equipment specialist for Reinhart Foodservice out of La Crosse.  During this time he was a member 
of the Y with his wife and daughters, Kim and Kelly.  John coached youth basketball and served two terms on the Y’s 
board of directors including three years as treasurer.  His daughter, Kelly, competed in gymnastics and was coached 
by Mary Pica Anderson.   

“The Y was good to me. It was one of the best things that happened to me when I moved here from Cornell. The Y has 
given me great memories that developed into lifelong friends. I will always have a soft spot in my heart for the YMCA.” 
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