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Teaming up for water safety education 
 

May is National Water Safety Month, and in an effort to promote water safety, the Eau 

Claire YMCA is visiting various fifth grade classes in the 13 elementary schools in the Eau 

Claire Area School District.  

 

Aquatic Director Becky Adamski Krische said she has done the program for 4 years in 

partnership with the Eau Claire Fire Department. 

 

The Eau Claire Water Safety task force started in 2012 to educate members of the Eau 

Claire area on the importance of being smart in and around the water. 

 

In Adamski Krische’s presentation, she talked with fifth graders about safe choices they 

can make in and around the water. Some topics she covered included: have a float plan, 

wear a lifejacket, know your surroundings and swim in a supervised area.  

 

As part of the partnership, the Eau Claire Fire Department also accompanies Adamski 

Krische to each school to give their own presentation to fourth grade classes. The fire 

department presents on ambulance information, Adamski Krische said. 

 

The partnership between the Eau Claire YMCA and the Eau Claire Fire Department 

transpired due to a combined interest in educating youth about water safety. 

 

“I found that we both had a passion for teaching kids about what to do when you’re in and 

around the water,” Adamski Krische said. “And we’ve been working together since 2013.” 

 

Not only is it important to teach kids about water safety, it’s relevant, Adamski Krische 

said. In one presentation at Robbins Elementary School, Adamski Krische asked everyone if 

they’ve ever kayaked, to which most kids raised their hands. 

 

“They’re on boats,” she said. “So it’s really important to teach them things like lifejacket 

safety and to help them realize if a jacket is too big or too small, so they know how to be 

safe.” 

 


