
MORE  
THAN JUST 
A GYM 
Birney Dibble found a community at the Y 
EAU CLAIRE YMCA 

At the Eau Claire YMCA, we are confident that there are activities for people of all 

ages and interests to do, and for that reason, we are also confident that you will find 

a community here. Birney Dibble found his community at the Y back in 1957, and was 

a member for nearly 60 years.  

Birney had been active all of his life. He played sports throughout high school and 

participated in track and field in college. Later on, he joined the Marines for two and a 

half years. When he moved to Eau Claire, he said it was the “obvious” choice to find 

out if the community had a YMCA.  

“It was the first thing I did,” Birney said. “I was just looking for a place to get involved.” 

Growing up, Birney wasn’t a member of the Y, since he lived in a small town. However, he knew about the Y since his uncle was a part of 

one in Chicago. Once he got acclimated here, he participated in the court sports at the Y: paddleball, handball, and racquetball. 

Eventually, Birney came to see that the YMCA also was an attraction for many families to join and be part of the community. His son and 

daughter were involved sports such as swim, racquetball, basketball, and football. His wife also enjoyed swimming. 

“It was a family affair,” Birney said. “Sometimes we had potlucks. For many years, it was the only place to go, and it was cheaper, which 

was important in the early years.” 

In all of Birney’s time at the Eau Claire Y, he said his favorite memory had to have been when he placed second in the Racquetball 

Masters in the 80s. The tournament, he said, was for adults ages 45 and older. Birney stuck with the sport long after the Masters, and 

played his last game two days after his 88th birthday.  

His advice for young people is to stay involved in court sports. 

“Take up paddleball or racquetball,” he said, “because you can do it your whole life. You can play them up until you’re older, you just find 

people at your level of expertise and play with them.” 


